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Above: The simple, clean lines of
the home were inspired by the
contemporary Saltbox houses of US
architect Hugh Newell Jacobsen.

Facing page: Mansvelt and his
interior-designer wife wanted to
create an eclectic interior scheme
that was rich in texture and tone.
Imported English fabrics and antique
pieces owned by the couple create a
classic foundation that is augmented
by Chinoiserie and rustic pieces.

“He achieves a look that
is traditional, yet there's also
something very contemporary
about it too.

“That style was very much
what I envisaged for this prop-
erty, which would set off the
formal garden I had planned
as well,” Mansvelt says.

Two simple pavilion-style
structures make up the home
and have been sited on the
southern boundary in order to
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maximise the use of land.

“l was very conscious of
not using a lot of land for the
house. I knew I wanted every
room in the house to face north
and the long box-like design
of the two structures achieves
that. I also wanted a significant
lawn in front of the house, so
the position was crucial,” says
the designer.

The first of the pavilions
was originally planned to be

the garage, with a covered
walkway linking it to the
actual house. By the end of the
project, the garage had been
converted into a studio and
office area.

“There is a fluidity to the
design that allows it to be uti-
lised in different ways. While
there is a specific look I set out
to achieve, the simplicity of
the design also allows for
ongoing adaptation.”




Above: The Morocean pendant,
Chinese cansole, English wall
coverings, timber panelling and
travertine tile in the entry attest to
the eclectic nature of the interior
design.

Right: The cathedral ceilings in the
home allowed for plenty of room

to hang light fittings as jewellery.
Particular attention was paid to the
lighting that went in the home, from
traditional chandeliers to the deer
antler in the formal lounge.
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Mansvelt says there is
room within the plan for an
extra pavilion, should the need
for more living space arise.

As for the garden, Mansvelt
always envisaged a traditional
style for the property.

“Formal style gardens
look at home in a rural set-
ting — there’s a real sense of
abundance. Herbs, vegetables
and flowers give it a generous
feel,” he says.

“Also, I designed the house
and garden as a whole - the
house wouldn’t have made
sense without the garden.

“As a landscape designer,
I'm really keen for entrances
to have a sense of arrival. So
the garden has been designed
to direct people to it - includ-
ing the family. I believe, when
you've made a feature of the
entrance, then it should be
used every day.”

Top: Solid oak cabinetry is a feature
of the kitchen, chosen for its
prominent grain, which lends further
visual texture to the interior design.

Above: Mansvelt was determined
that the main entrance be used

on a daily basis, so a small service
entrance was created so the family
could take groceries straight through
to the kitchen without going via the
living room.
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Abaove: The master ensuite vanity
is an antique piece that was
repurposed. A mirror was then
added to finish the look.

Right: The master bedroom has a
more classic look with a traditional
botanical print wallpaper as an
accent - a reference to the formal
garden. A base palette of greens and
browns has been used throughout

the house.
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The clean lines and classic
formality of the exterior and
garden make way for a more
eclectic feel within the interior.

“My wife — who is an inte-
rior designer — and 1 really
wanted the interior to be a
surprise, to offer a more opu-
lent feel. So the design became
about marrying the formal
with a more lavered, textured
aesthetic,” says Mansvelt.

Classic furniture sits side

by side with Chinoiserie and
rustic pieces, offset by English
wall coverings.

“We wanted it to look
detailed, to offer multiple
points of interest, so we have
played on visual texture here.
Botanical prints bring the
garden in, while natural mate-
rials — like the oak cabinetry
in the kitchen — offer texture.
What all the elements offer is a
sense of proportion.”

Above: The guest suite, which
includes a sitting area, bedroom and
ensuite bathroom, is the only second
floor accommodation, providing a
high level of privacy for visitors. As
with the rest of the house, natural
materials feature extensively
throughout the suite.
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Above and right: The main entrance
to the house was designed to make
a dramatic statement. A covered
walkway runs from the first pavilion,
leading visitors to the entrance. The
landscaping continues the formality
of the other garden areas, while
flowers make way for a kitchen
garden of vegetables and herbs.
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Paints and varnishes: Re
Lighting: Lo

as
Heating: Underflo
Plumbi
Window and door hardware
Kitchen cabinetry: i

Benchtops: Tr
Splashback: Gl
Kitchen sink: C

Refrigeration and dishwasher:
r & Paykel
Vanity, shower fittings and toilet:
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